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France remained an attractive destination to foreign investors in 2012 
 
France remained attractive to foreign investors in 2012. On the backdrop of a slowing global economy 
and of a fiscal consolidation, France has maintained its appeal in 2012. According to a census 
conducted by the French Agency for International Investments (IFA) with the Regional Economic 
Development Bureaus, the number of new investment decisions that create jobs in France recorded in 
2012 (693) is indeed comparable to the 2011 results (698). This is one of the three best results over the 
last 15 years. 
 
France welcomes this positive outcome. The year 2012 has been the best in terms of investment 
decisions of the last five years from several countries such as the USA (156 investment projects, up 
5% compared to 2011 and 12% compared to 2010), Italy (63), the Netherlands (24) or Russia (10). 
Investments from emerging countries are also increasing: the BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India, China) are 
the origin for 8% of the total investment against 6% in 2011.  
 
The United States remains at the forefront of investors with 22% of job-creating investments in 
France, followed by Germany (16%). These investments are creating jobs and wealth in the country. 
Foreign companies in France employ a quarter of the workforce in the industry sector and count for 
nearly a third of French exports.  
 
The number of jobs linked to new investment decisions, however, continues to follow a downward 
trend (26,000 related jobs in 2012 against 28,000 in 2011), which is explained by the slowdown in 
economic activity and more technology-intensive projects. In 2012, more than a quarter of the 
investments are productive activities, and projects in high value-added activities. Decisions of foreign 
investments in research, development and engineering thus represent 8% of all investment decisions. 
This confirms the relevance of the Government’s scheme in favour of innovation, in particular through 
a research tax credit and a public support to competitiveness clusters. 
 
New settlements are numerous, reflecting confidence in the French economy. The year 2012 ended up 
with an 8% increase in the number of creations (344). Foreign companies are also in France on the 
long run with 303 extensions listed in 2012. Territorial diversity is a powerful factor of attractiveness 
of France. Ile-de-France (region around Paris) now hosts 29% of new investment decisions, Rhône-
Alpes (region around Lyon) (17%), Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur (region around Marseille-Nice) (8%), 
Midi-Pyrénées (region around Toulouse) (7%), Alsace (North-eastern region around Strasbourg) (5%), 
and Nord-Pas de Calais (region around Lille) (5%).  
 
France continues to attract foreign investors and we want to go further. The government has set a 
target of 1000 investment decisions, each year, until 2017, and up to 300 new companies not yet 
established on the French territory. France wants remain a first-class destination for foreign direct 
investment.  
 
 


